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This will be a useful book for many
physicians and pathologists although special-
ists in infectious disease should already be
familiar with its contents. One criticism is
the lack of reference, except in the first
chapter, to the costs, especially the com-
parative costs, of any of the drug combina-
tions tested or recommended. Admittedly
costs can change as can the value of the
currency, but it is unrealistic to ignore the
fact that drug combinations, whether they
are prescribed widely for say, chestinfections,
or less frequently in large doses in life-saving
emergencies, are expensive; their value is
related not only to their effectiveness but
inversely to their cost.
Similarly at £5.45 this slim volume is
distinctly " pricey ".
H. E. M. KAY
The CO2 Laser in Tumour Surgery.
R. VERSCHUEREN (1976) Amsterdam:
Royal Vangorcum. viii + 96 pp. Price
D.fl29.50.
This short book (it can be read in an
hour) is a useful introduction to the applica-
tion of the CO2 laser in tumour surgery.
Used as a focussed beam, this can vaporize
tumours, the depth of thermal damage
depending on the exposure time. Experi-
mental studies have indicated that when used
for this purpose, short bursts of high energy
safeguard the viability ofsurrounding tissues.
When used as a " knife " a laser beam proved
an efficient method for taking a biopsy of
bone, but in view of delay in healing, not for
a complete osteotomy. It did not prove
better than an ordinary knife for experi-
mental hepatic resections, but was believed
to be superior to electrosurgery for the
vaporization or transection of the stalk of
intestinal polyps and tumours.
The physics oflasers and the instrumenta-
tion required for surgical use is described and
illustrated and a useful reference list is
appended.
A. P. M. FORREST
Radiotherapy in Modern Clinical Prac-
tice. Ed. H. F. HOPE-STONE (1976)
Granada Publishing. x + 358 pp. Price
£10.00 net.
Dr Hope-Stone has chosen a very difficult
middle path for this book. It is relatively
easy, although time-consuming, to edit an
exhaustive text, more difficult to produce
brief but balanced notes designed to help
candidates for a specific examination, but
most difficult ofall to bring a very specialized
subject to the more general reader wNho
requires simplification and clarity without
sacrificing too much of the contentious
material which is inevitably associated with
recent advances. This book is intended to
help general physicians, surgeons and hospital
doctors to understand something of the
principles and practice ofradiotherapy and of
its place in the management of malignant
disease, whilst at the same time " high-
lighting the advances which have been made
in the last few years ".
The general chapters on the technical
aspects of radiotherapy (B. S. Mantell), on
radiobiological studies and clinical problems
in radiotherapy (G. Wiernik), on fast neutron
therapy and the oxygen effect (Mary
Catterall), and on computing in radiotherapy
(M. Cohen), are among the most effective and
should be ofmost value to the general reader.
The remaining chapters take the diseases by
system or region and, although dealing
mainly with radiotherapy, other aspects of
oncology such as cytotoxic chemotherapy aire
included. The presentation is competent
but variable, Hope-Stone's own chapters on
tumours of the nervous system and the
reticuloses being particularly well balanced.
In most chapters adequate references are
quoted to direct further reading. The con-
sultant physician or surgeon who already has
a general concept of the potentialities of
radiotherapy in the common tumours is
unlikely to find this book ofhelp with rarities
or unusual complications, but it should help
the trainee who wants more general guidance.
The reviewer is only too well aware of the
speed with which the written word can date.
The burning topic in the field of breast
malignancy is the place of adjuvant chemo-
therapy in the management of the early case
but this is not mentioned in the chapter on
carcinoma of the breast, presumably as this
controversy has been widely aired only in the
past 2 years, after the manuscript had been
passed to the publisher.
The production is beautiful, as it should
be at the price. One ofthe few errors is that
although hypernephroma is treated in the
text on p. 286 the index refers one to p. 289.
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the predictions on its dust-cover, but there
are enough good things in it to make it
valuable for the trainee physician or surgeon
as part of his general reading. So it is
worth a place in the hospital library.
I. D. H. TODD
Hormones and Breast Cancer. Ed. M.
NAMER and C. M. LALANNE (1976).
Paris: INSERM. 256 pp. Price 50 Francs.
This volume contains the papers con-
tributed by the participants to a Symposium
organized by the Centre Antoine Lacassagne
in Nice, 23 and 24 May, 1975. Ten out of a
total of 26 contributions are written in
French, so that a good working knowledge of
that language is required by the reader who
wishes to obtain his money's worth from its
contents-the more so as the English
summaries are not wholly adequate.
The contents fall into 3 main sections:
the first deals with new methods for prognosis
of hormone dependence and the greater part
is devoted to steroid receptors. The second
section is concerned with therapeutic pro-
cedures, and includes 4 papers (all in French)
on the hormonal status of the postmeno-
pausal woman. The final group of papers
constitutes a workshop on thetherapeutic use
of anti-hormones (English only here).
The volume as a whole should be helpful
to clinicians, providing much up-to-date
data from recent research, and serving to
throw some light on well-established empirical
observations. Theresearch worker willprob-
ably derive most benefit from the section on
receptors, where many ofthe leading workers
in the field, including Baulieu, Jensen,
McGuire, Heuson, Raynaud, Saez and Roche-
fort report on recent progress by their groups,
with early data on the recent extension of
assay procedures to include progesterone as
well as oestrogen receptors.
Two ofthe most interesting contributions
come from Rochefort and Baulieu, who give
general consideration to new approaches in
pharmacology and therapeutics arising from
research on steroid receptors and hormone
receptivity. The latter even speculates on
the possibility of mid-cycle contraception by
inactivation of progesterone receptor.
An interesting contrast is provided be-
tween the more optimistic views of the
American groups ofJensen and McGuire, and
the rather more restrained thoughts of the
Belgian workers on the usefulness of receptor
assay in clinical pronosis. Henson does,
however, propose a formula based on his
own data to provide an estimate of endo-
crine response probability while at the same
time arguing in favour ofcombined endocrine
and chemotherapeutic treatment for most
cases.
The reports of clinical trials by Cole and
Meyer strengthen the case for prophylactic
irradiation of the ovaries of patients with a
high recurrence risk. Meyer also advocates
this treatment for postmenopausal women.
Space does not permit in this review
consideration of all the aspects of hormone
therapy which were discussed at the sympo-
sium. Mention should be made, however, of
the comprehensive contributions from Mouri-
quand and from Heuson's group on the effects
of hormone addition to tissue cultures of
mammary tumours.
The wide range of topics covered should
ensure that everyone interested in the
phenomenon of hormone dependence will
find something ofvalue in this book. All the
presentations are well equipped with lists of
references.
L. G. SKINNER